WINNERS OF PIANOARTS 2010 BIENNIAL NORTH AMERICAN COMPETITION

Milwaukee, Wisconsin… On June 9, 2010, pianist David Yoshiaki Ko, age 17, from Millbrae, California was named the first place prize winner of the PianoArts 2010 Biennial North American Piano Competition. Ko, whose winning performance was Chopin’s Concerto no. 2 in F minor, Opus 21, performed in the Final Round with the Milwaukee Symphony Orchestra under the baton of PianoArts Music Director Andrews Sill. Presenting him with the $10,000 award was Sejoon Park, PianoArts 2008 first-prize winner. Ko also won the prize for the Best Performance of a Violin and Piano Duo and the Audience Communication Award. Other prizes are performance opportunities, including a Debut Recital in Brookfield, Wisconsin’s Sharon Lynne Wilson Center for the Arts and a fellowship to perform for diverse audiences throughout Wisconsin, as well as a $1,000 gift certificate for music published by Hal Leonard Music Publishing Company.

Ko, a recent student of Professor Karl-Heinz Kämmerling at the Hanover State University of Music and Drama, is a veteran of international competitions and the concert stage. Among his awards are Pacific Musical Society Competition in San Francisco and the Marilyn Mindell Piano Competition at Stanford University. In Germany, he was a prize winner at Lindau’s Rotary Jugend-Musikpreis. In 2010, Ko was accepted at Columbia University and The Juilliard School in New York City, and will be attending both as part of the Columbia-Juilliard Exchange next fall.

The second place prize was awarded to Michael Stewart, age 20, from West Valley City, Utah. Stewart studies with Professor Susan Duehlmeier at the University of Utah. The third place prize went to Alexander Beyer, age 15, from Fairfield, Connecticut, a student of  Yoshie Akimoto. 

The jury chair for the 2010 Semifinal and Final Rounds was Joel Harrison, Artistic Director of the American Pianists Association. Other judges were José Feghali and Robert McDonald.

The next PianoArts competition will be held in Milwaukee during June 2012. PianoArts requires all semifinalists to speak about the music that they perform. All perform with professional musicians and participate in workshops led by world-class clinicians. Finalists perform with the Milwaukee Symphony Orchestra. For more information, contact Sue Medford at Info@PianoArts.org or visit the web site: www.pianoarts.org. Requirements for the 2012 competition will be posted in January 2011.  

